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Part 1: The United States as an Emerging
Power

Essential Question:
To what extent has the United States’ foreign policy
resulted from idealism or national interest?

Focus Questions:
What forces encouraged the United States to pursue a
more active global presence during this time period?

How did the debate over the annexation of the
Philippines reflect American sentiment regarding
imperialism?

What were the implications of TR, Taft, and Wilson’s
differing approaches to foreign policy on the United
States?

How did the foreign policy decisions made by the
progressive presidents influence our role on the world
stage?

Major terms and concepts:

* Monroe Doctrine
Manifest Destiny
Spanish-American War
Social Darwinism
Roosevelt Coroll
Open Door Policy
Panama Canal
Dollar diplomacy



The United S‘latct entered the hwentieth century in a swate of ﬂu\
Since the election of Thomas Jefferson in 1800. the cowritry had seen j-
self )dcmlessh transjornied. A rurdl, agrarian soviciy lavgely detuched
from the concerns of international affairs turned into a highly industrigl.
ized, urban culture with a growing involuement in world politics gnd
commerce. In other words, the United Stutes ini 1900 was on Yhe thregh-
old of mudernity.

" “The prospéct of modernity both excited and scared Americans. Old
truths and beliefs clashed with unsettling new scientific discoveries and
social practices. People debated the legitimacy of Darwinism, the exis-
tence of God, the dangers of jazz, and the fedetal effort to prohibit alco.
holic beverages. The autonobile, airplane, and radio helped shrink the.
distances of time and space and accelérate o national consciousness. In
the process, the United States began 1o emerge from its isolationist shell,
Throughout-most of the nineteenth century policy makers had saugh to
:solate America from the intrigues and couflicts of the great European.
powers. As earh' as 1780, John Adaws had warned, Ctmaress against in-
volving the Uhited States in the affmrs of Eutope, “Our business with
them .and theirs with 1is,” he wrote; “is commerce; wol palitics, nuech less

" George Washington echoed this sentiment in his farewell addzess
upon leaving the presidency, warning Amnericans 1o aviid “entarigling al:.
liances"with foreign goveinments. - :

With only a few exceptions, American sta tesimert during the nineteenth
century had followed such advice. Noniwolvernent in oreign wars and
monintervention in the internal affairs of foreign governments formed the
pillars of American foreign policy unlil the end of the centary. During the
1890s, however, expanding commertial interésts artund the world led '
Americans to expand the horizons of their concerns. Iniperialism was the
ordet of the day among the great Europeanpowers, and & growing number .
of American expansionists demanded that the United States also adopta
global ambition and join in the hunt for new territories and markets,

~ Such motives helped spark. the Spanish-American War of 1898and - |
helped to  justify the resulting acquisition of American colonies ousside: the
continental United States. Ensarigling alliances with Eurapean powers . i

saon followed. 3
" The outbreak.of the Great War i Europe in 1914 posed an. cven 2
greater challenge to the American tradition of isolation and woninterven- 3

,(;utw N CILVY |

tion. The prospect of a German victory over the French and British
threatened the European balance.of power, which had long eisured. the
security of the United States. By 1917 it.appeared that Germany might
emerge triumphant and begin to menace the Western Hemisphere.
Woodrow Wilson's crusade to use American intervention in World War [
{w transform the world order in accordance with his idealistic p‘nmiples

islodged American foreign policy from its isolationist moorings. It:als

paumed a-prolonged debate about the role of the United States-in-warld
iaffairs, a debate that World War I1wouldk resolve for a timi-on the side of
mtemdtzonalzs'm A

GHART e ovoluhon - of Amencan
fareign POlluj based on Jrhts feading






Building an American Empire

Directions: Please answer the following questions in complete sentences after reading
the attaching packet. Then read the poem, The White Man’s Burden, by Rudyard
Kipling and answer the questions that follow.

1. Why didn’t the United States take a strong interest in foreign affairs during the late
19* century?

2. Provide a definition of Manifest Destiny and address how you think it shaped the
United States throughout the middlelate 19* century. How did it influence the country
moving into the 20 century?

3. What did the United States need to do in order to engage in international affairs
(trading & colonization)?

4. What did the last quarter of the 19* century look like for European countries? What
were they engaged in?



5. According to Captain Mahan, what was essential for modern economic development?

6. How did Social Darwinism become a justification/explanation for imperialism?

“The White Man’s Burden”: Kipling’s Hymn to U.S. Imperialism

In February 1899, British novelist and poet Rudyard Kipling wrote a poem entitled “The
White Man’s Burden: The United States and The Philippine Islands.” In this poem,
Kipling urged the U.S. to take up the “burden” of empire, as had Britain and other
European nations.

Take up the White Man’s burden—
Send forth the best ye breed—

Go send your sons to exile

To serve your captives' need

To wait in heavy harness

On fluttered folk and wild—

Your new-caught, sullen peoples,
Half devil and half child

Take up the White Man’s burden

In patience to abide

To veil the threat of terror

And check the show of pride;

By open speech and simple

An hundred times made plain

To seek another’s profit

And work another’s gain

Take up the White Man’s burden—
And reap his old reward:

The blame of those ye better



The hate of those ye guard—

The cry of hosts ye humour

(Ah slowly) to the light:

"Why brought ye us from bondage,
“Our loved Egyptian night?”

Take up the White Man’s burden-
Have done with childish days-

The lightly proffered laurel,

The easy, ungrudged praise.
Comes now, to search your manhood
Through all the thankless years,

Cold-edged with dear-bought wisdom,

The judgment of your peers!
Source: Rudyard Kipling, “The White Man’s Burden: The United States & The Philippine Islands, 1899.”
Rudyard Kipling’s Verse: Definitive Edition (Garden City, New York: Doubleday, 1929).

QUESTION TO ANSWER
How does Kipling use the ideas of Social Darwinism in his poem to encourage the
colonization of the Philippines? Pick out at least 3 specific passages from the poem
to support your claims.



FROM: Commodore Dewey
United States Navy

TO:  William McKinley
President of the United States

Mr. President:

You have asked my advice as to whether or not the United States should annex
the Philippine Islands. | am amazed that any American would hesitate for one moment on
this issue. There is no doubt we must have the Islands without delay for economic and
strategic reasons.

Economically, the United States needs expanded world markets, raw materials,
and new fields of investment -- the Philippines will not only provide us with much of these,
but also a stepping stone to unlimited opportunities in the Far East. Beyond the Pacific in
Japan and China are the markets of the world that can be entered and controlled only by
obtaining naval bases in that area.

If we are to become a great seaboard power in the Pacific, we must stand guard
against German rivalry. They have aspirations for colonies and for influence in this region.
Their policies have brought us into a collision course. The incident of the Samoa Islands
is suggestive of their ambitions. All over the world the German commercial and colonial
push can be observed.

Strategically, the United States must have protection from possible German
aggression in the Pacific. It is our preparedness and not our acquiescence that holds _
back Germany even now. The German navy now stands off Manila Bay. If we withdraw, -
they will certainly annex the Islands. Is the United States willing to see them taken by a
powerful rival?

Militarily the United States needs the Philippines. If the Pacific states and our
commercial interests in the Pacific are to be protected, three things are needful: first,
protection of the chief harbors, by fortification and coast defense ships; secondly, naval
forces, which alone will allow this nation to extend its influence outward; thirdly, it should
be an inviolate resolution of our national policy that no foreign state should thenceforth
acquire a coaling position within three thousand miles of San Francisco.

The Islands in question are needed to maintain our navy by allowing for coaling
stations and as an outer perimeter of defense. A powerful American navy in the Pacific
will induce a great increase in our commercial activity and provide an outlet to the East for
our great industries.

The position of the United States, between the two Old Worlds and the great
oceans has ended our self-imposed isolation. We must either expand to protect our
western flanks or pay the consequences.



Z

For centuries my people have struggled to free themselves from Spanish rule.
Now Spanish power in these islands has crumbled. For the first time in modern
history the Filipino people dare to dream of freedom. With the help of Admiral Dewey
and his forces, we have driven the Spanish from our land.

Honorable President McKinley:

Let it always be said that the United States took up arms to aid a neighboring
people struggling to be free — thaf the American people delivered the Filipino people
from the tyranny of Spain.

But, Mr. President, are we really to be free? Have we escaped from one
master only to be chained by another? Has the ancient doctrine of imperialism
returned to our land in a new form? Our friends in Europe tell us that you plan to
annex the Philippine Islands. Your army occupies our capital, Manila. Your navy
patrols our waters. Your forces have been increased by 20,000 men in the last week.
Your Congress talks of a colonial policy for the Philippines.

Mr. President, you know we are at your mercy, we have little save the will to be
free. Whether this war shall be known in history as a war for liberty or as a war of
conquest; whether the principles of self government shall be strengthened or
abandoned; whether we remain free or again become a conquered people depends
on your decision. Mr. President, you know we will not willingly surrender our freedom.
If you do not withdraw your army, there will be a war.

In closing, Mr. President, let me remind you of the words of Abraham Lincoln
who freed a conquered people. “No man is good enough to govern another without
that man's consent.”

Emilio Aguinaldo
Commander of the Filipino Army



President William McKinley
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Mr. President:

As a senator of this great nation, the United States of America, | feel it my duty
to advise you on the question of annexing the Philippine Islands. It is the manifest
destiny of the United States to annex these islands. Social and economic reasons
dictate this course.

Socially, the United States has been blessed with superior culture reflected in
its people of Anglo-Saxon background. It is the duty of the white race to pick up this
burden of spreading our civil liberty and civilization to the unfortunate darker peoples
of the world. God has seen fit to show us the way. What right do we have to keep
this way of life to ourselves? We must take the Philippines in order that we may
share with them our great culture and bring the message of Jesus Christ to them.

Economically, we have been transformed from a virgin continent into one of the
great commercial powers of the world. Frequently the output of American factories,
working at full capacity, is much greater than the domestic market can possibly
consume. It seems that every year we shall be confronted with an increasing surplus
of manufactured goods. [If American artisans are to be kept employed the year
around, we must have access to the markets of Asia.

Mr. President, we should go forth to fight for humanity, but where American
blood establishes liberty and law, the American people will see that the blood is not
shed in vain. A great civilization will arise where we establish our way of life.
Annexation will allow the Filipino people to join our family as younger brothers in
liberty, order and civilization.

Albert J. Beveridge
Senator of Indiana



Mr. President:

| have looked over the various provisions of the Constitution of the United
States and | find no clause that empowers the government to act as a receiver for any
other government. ‘

No member of Congress is more religious than |, but | do not believe in this
doctrine that we are trustees under God of the civilization of the world. Search the
Constitution and you will fail to find in any one of its provisions a justification for the
exercise of such an authority. This Government is not a foreign missionary society.
You start from a false premise, and they you conclude that it is our duty as a trustee
to march around the outposts of civilization, to patrol the waters of the world, and
wherever we can find a feeble or degenerate race to claim them as our trust, and
then, as the chosen people of God, impose upon them our sovereignty.

I can never consent to the proposition that this is a government function, and
that it is our duty to deprive a single race on earth, no matter how depraved and
degenerate it may be, either in the name of religion or civilization of the slightest
fragment of its possessions of liberty. )

Deeply as | love my country, | would rather see that flag lowered and trampled
upon than used as a pirate's ensign and raised, not as a emblem of honor, but as an
instrument of terror and oppression to the helpless and enfeebled races of mankind.

The forcible annexation of the Philippine Islands will cost this country more than
its honor. Who can estimate in money and men the cost of subduing and keeping in
subjection eight millions of people, six thousand miles away, scattered over twelve
hundred islands and living under a tropical sun?

' If this question is to be settled upon the basis of dollars and cents, who will
insure the nation that receipts will equal the expenditures? Who will guarantee that
the income from the Philippines will find its way back to the pockets of the people
who, through taxation, will furnish the money?

And even if the amount invested in ships, armament and in equipment of
soldiers is returned dollar for dollar, who will place a price upon the blood that will be
shed? If war is to be waged for trade, how much trade ought to be demanded in
exchange for a human life?

Mr. President, the demand for a standing army of one hundred thousand men is
the beginning of a policy which will increase the hours of toil and fill the homes of the
land with vacant chairs. Are we by the force of arms going to apply our system of
government to the Philippine people for the benefit of the United States? Is this the
great purpose of our democracy?

Honorable Isidor Rayner
United States House of Representatives



Address of the Reverend Josiah Strong delivered before the United States Missionary
Council in Boston, 1898.

We have freed the Filipinos from the abuses of Spanish rule. We cannot leave
them to drift alone on a dark aimless sea. We must save these less fortunate people
from barbarism. We must patiently and with kindness teach these people to govern

themselves and enjoy the blessings of Christian civilization.

This Missionary Council does not support a grab for empire, but we support a
paternal arrangement of our government toward the Philippines. This will be a heroic
effort to free the oppressed and teach millions of ignorant, debased human beings
how to live. God has outfitted us with a task. Shall we shrink from it? It is a divine
mission. Can we renounce this Holy trust? Can we leave the savage to his base
condition? |

There are so many real things to be done — canals to dig, railways to be laid,
cities to be built, people to be saved. To these poor backward people, primitive and  _
pagan, who sell their children into slavery, chew narcotic plants, and sacrifice animals
to their spirits, we must make whatever sacrifice it takes to lead them from the

darkness of superstition and ignorance into the light of Christian love.



A statement by William Jennings Bryan, Democratic candidate for President in 1896,
as reported in a newspaper interview in 1898.

Our nation is in great danger. The very foundation of our government is being
assaulted. Our nation must give up any intention of entering upon a colonial policy.
Our traditions and our future welfare all forbid our entering upon a career of conquest.

The forcible. annexation of the Philippine Islands is not necessary to make the
United States a world power. We have been a world power for a hundred years. It is
not our destiny to push Anglo-Saxon religion and culture throughout the uncivilized
world; for we are a blend ourselves; we are American culture, and this American
culture teaches us to respect the rights of others and this will imprint our mark upon
the hearts of all who long for freedom.

The forcible annexation of the Philippines, or even with their consent, would
prove a source of financial loss rather than gain. Who can estimate in money and
men the cost of subduing eight million Filipinos.

The imperialists tell us that trade follows the flag. This argument cannot stand
in the light of facts. England controls India, a land of three hundred million, yet does
more trade with us, a country of eighty million, that she does not control.

It is argued by the imperialist that annexation of the Philippines would furnish a
new field for the investment of American capital. [If there is surplus money here
seeking investment, why is it not employed here in developing domestic enterprises?

To those who inquire, "Who will haul down the flag?" let us reply, "Who would
stain the flag with dishonor?"



The Spanish American War: Crucible of Empire

Background: Roosevelt charaing up Kettle Hill, the Rough Riders and the sinking of The Maine-
these are what wmany people commonly know about the United States’ 1898 war with Spain.
What they wmay not remember is that this was the war that woved the United States to center
stage as a world power.

Watch the following excerpt and take notes on the below prowmpts.

1. Clip One: The Cuban Rebellion
- Describe the background the Cuban Rebellion.
- Why does the United States get involved?

2. Clip Two: Pelowe Letter

Describe the contents of the Pelowe Letter.
How does the Awerican public react?

Who is Hearst?

3. Clip Three: U.S. Prepares for War
Pescribe how prepared the United States was for War?



4. Clip Four: The U.S. in the Philippines
Describe V.S, freatwent in the Philippines?
What was Taft’s role in the Philippines?

9. Clip Five: Epilogue
Was conquest of the Philippines a success? Explain.

What was the result of Cuba? Explain.

In your opinion, do you believe that the U.S. transition of becowing an imperial power was
worth it? Why? Explain.



Name:
Acquiring New Lands -

Drrections:
Using chapter 18.3, bullet three to four facts about U.S. relations with the Philippines, Guam, Cuba and China.

Philippines Puerto Rico Cuba China

Reflect:

After evaluating the relationship the United States established with the above four nations, how would you characterize American
imperialism?

How was the U.S. policy toward China different from the U.S. policy toward the Philippines? To what can you attribute the
difference?




Name: . Us32

Date: . . Tallevi
_ The Birth.of the American Empire As Seen Through-Political Cartoons

(1896-1905)

Dn'ectxons Look at each cartoon carefully. Look at the symbols, images &.

writing inthe cartoon. Also read the caption below the cartoon - this will tell

you a little b1t abOut the message of the cartoon-& gives youthe date — which

raflects. Am it efsahoutﬁha,AmancanEmpue.-

Cartoon 1
1. ‘What role;s has the artist assigned to each of the countnes m Cartoon 1?

2. What symbohc elements does he use to charactenze each of the three
couritries?

3. In what direction is'the artist hoping to influence public opinion in the
conteit of 18967

Cartoon 2;
1. What symbols dre-used to represent. the vatious nations mvolved; m,thev
unfolding'drama of the birth of the American empire?

2. What are the editorial intentions bekind this cagtoon?

3. How does this confxast with tha.images & intentions.in cartoon 1? -



Cartoon_3:
1. CGartoon 3 represenis’'Cuba entering its. second year of independence.
How is Cuba characterized? Do you see any racial megsages? = -

: M . . Te AT - X ; d
- PRIPRINE DA P R LN . +

2. What do you suppoqa isi the artisg's attitude: fnward the :oqqqlbthty of
Cuba bemg annexed. (tqbe taken over and mcorpdrated} as: astate of
. thoUnited:Stategdy ~% i A 9f ~iltfy ~- Frte P Tl el

3. What symhols does the artist use tovepresent stability, order, and
prosperity?

Carbnon 4: ' - .
1. Cartoon4 datesto 1905 and contrasts(}uba andPuerto Ricaafter
Spanish colonialisim. What symbols are used to create the contrastf d

Notet thez: én’&bﬂa’eﬁﬂi%ﬁ‘ . e

’5"4}.\;‘3 13\ Fregn A ol

2. What'is the historical contaxt hehmd these seemingly oppaqrta
outcomes?
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i oF American Emplre ag Seen Throug

CARTOON 1 .

W Politial Cavioons

Cartoon 1. The 'Cubén-Mcludramg. THE NOBLE HERO (to the HEAVY VILLAIN): @Stand back, there,
act, remember thit@s where 1 git in my workl@ (C. Jay Taylor, Puck, 3 June 1696.}

OAHMagazina of History+ Valume 12, number 3, Spring, 1958+ 15SN 0Ye2-228X. Copyright (c)

1997 Organizallon of American Hislorians » <hllp:fvsay.0ah.org’>, 112 Noith Bryan Avenue,
BloomlaglonIN47408; 18! (£12) 855-7311» Inx:(812) B55-0696 « emal: <oah & oah.orgs> Thisls
anAdobe Periale Document Format (PDF) from the original publicalion. Paper copiosmay bin
made. fren of charga, fore . bui mustineis i k th ”

gol darn yel®If you force this thing to a fifth

OAH MaGazine oF History + Srung 1998 40

(1290 -1905)




~ CARTOON 2

€

Canoon 2. How Some

50" OAH Macazine or History - Sering 1998

Apprehensive People Piclure Uncle ‘Sam after the War. [Delroil News, 1890.) S ek, E

GAHMagazine of History - Volume 12, numbar 3, Spiing. 1998+ ISSN 0962.228% Copviight {c)
1997 Orgenizaiion ol Amarican Historians » chitp-/iweny:oah.orgfe, 112 Nodh Beyan Avenue.
Bloomington IN47408.1¢{ (812) B55-7311 «lax: (€12) 855-0693+ email: coanéraah.org Thigis
anAgoba Portable Documeat Formal (POF) Irom theortginal publication.: Papercopras may be
made, free ol charge, lorclassroomuse, byl mustincluda anotica acknovidging the scurce
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‘Cartoon S.. After: the First Mile. (W, L. Evans, .cf'eveimd Leader, 1503.) - TSI

: ommmquvvm 12, numberJ, Spdng. 1888+ ISSN 0962-226X. Copyiight(c)
. | 18970rganizakiono! Atardcan Hisitsianss

<hitpHiwenw.0ah o>, I12Noﬂh8tyan Avenus,
Bloomingtin IN47400. 121(812) §55-7311. 'hx:(alﬂm eral: cosh@oth.org> Thisis

AdobePoﬂa'!ioDoam Fetmat( siginat puticatc Papereoples maybo
made,freb ol chandd, v

OAH Macazine oF HisTory « SrrinG 1998 53
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" Cartoon 6. UNCLE SAM to PORTO RICO@Andto li\ir;kvfi.f:al b-ad“hny came near béing your brotherl@ (Chicago Inter Ocean, 190S,)

OAH Magazing of Historys Volume 12, number 3, Spring. 1990 <1SSN 0342-228X Copyrighi (¢}
1697 Organization of Americen Hislorans + chniip-Zfwwns cahuorgfs, 11zNodh Bryan Avenue,
54 OAH MaGAziNE oF History » SpriNG 1998 BloominglonIN47408.101(812) 8557311 tax: (C12) 855-0585 - amail. ¢«paliS aah.oryy THas
an Adoba Porlable Document Formal (POF) iromthe original pulication. Papes copex& may b’
mada, lieaol charge, lorclassioomusn, butmustinclutis anclice acknaw:istiging the sous,
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Name

Date

CHAPTER

he Panama Canal is essential to the United
States. About 12,000 ships a year pass thxough
the canal, 70 percent of them going to or from_
U.S. ports.
A ship bound from New York to San Francisco,
for example, enters the canal from the Caribbean

Sea. The shlp remams at sea level for the first few -

* miles- Then it comes to a steplike series of three
chambers callesﬂ locks—the Gatun Locks. Each fills
with water after the vessel enters, raisirig it about
28 feet. The three locks lift the ship to the level of
Gatun Lake, formed by Gatun Dam. (It takes 26
million gallons of water from Gatun Lake to fill
each lock The lake does not run dry, however,

§‘a

S 60 .
P \Qd\ Miufl'lru
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34 Unit 5, CHAPTER 18

GEOGRAPHY APPLICATION: PLACE

Geography of the Panama Canal

Directions: _Read the paragraphs below and study the map carefully.
Then answer the questions that follow,

T L R LIS PR
Padro Miguel Locks

Mirafloras

: . Locii.s‘-'?

ey

because the region receives substantial rainfall and
because Gatun Lake has backup water stored in
Madden Lake.)

The ship crosses Gatun Lake and goes through
the Gaillard Cut, a nariow passage cut through
hills. Then the ship is taken into the Pedro Miguel
Locks and is lowered about 31 feet to Miraflores
Lake, At the other side of the lake, the ship enters

. the two Miraflores Locks. As the water is released

for each, the ship is lowered an additional 27 feet.

At sea level again, the ship passes to the Bay of
Panama just a few miles away. The eight-hour pas-
sage through the Panarma Canal has saved nearly
8,000 miles of travel.

SOUTH
AMERICA

© McDougal Littell Inc. All rights reserved.
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AMERICA AT A CROSSROADS
Is the United States an Empire?

Introduction

What is the thesis of this report?

How does Robert Kaplan argue that America’s empire different than empires of the past &
future?

What is the association with the term empire?

The Philippines

What is the connection between the Philippines and 9/11?

What is the role of the U.S Special forces in the Philippines?

How does the U.S Captain desctibe the situation in the Philippines? What terms does he
use?

What are the lessons now applicable in regards with how to deal with insurgents?

What changes doe Kaplan recognize have occurred since American involvement in the
Philippines? He also speaks to 2 Filipinos - so include their responses as well.



What are the soldiers told to do as they drive through potentially dangerous territory? How
is this warfare different than other warfare? What is the hope at the end?

When Kaplan asked about whether or not the U.S is being “busy-bodies”, overly involved,
what does he state as the options?

What does Kaplan state is the “essence of empire”?

Mali, West Africa

Why are U.S Forces in Mali (and West Africa)?

What are the historical parallels to the past with the U.S Forces base in Timbuktu?

Describe the “warrior diplomat™:

What is the fear with the Sahara?

What are the U.S Forces to do in Mali & the surrounding area? What is seen as the most
important part of their strategy? How does one “conquer the tyranny of distance’?



What is Kaplan’s point about centralized governments - what is the “happy medium”?

Colombia

What was the conflict in Columbia surrounding? What funds all groups involved?

What was this “War on Drugs” really about?

Kaplan describes those opposing the Columbian Army backed by U.S forces at
Narcoterrorists. What does he acknowledge is the role of the U.S with Columbia?

How does Kaplan argue against other wotld powers taking the place of U.S as “the world’s
policeman™?

Republic of Georgia

Describe the location of Georgia & who has invaded them in the past:

Why did the U.S initially step in with Georgia?

Why are the U.S Forces in Georgia? What are they there to do? What lessons do you see
U.S Forces teach training soldiers?



What conflict is Georgia facing domestically? (Include Russia & the U.S in your response).

What does Kaplan state about Russia, in regards to his experience along the border between
Russia & Georgia?

Epilogue

What do you think the narrator means by “footprint missions™?

What does Kaplan acknowledge at the end of the video about U.S involvement in the
countries of the Philippines, Mali, Colombia and the Republic of Georgia?



Part I1: World War I

Essential Question:

* To what extent has the United States’ foreign policy
resulted from idealism or national interest?

Focus Questions
1. What drew the United States out of a policy of neutrality?
2. What actions did Wilson have to take to wage an effective war?

3. How did the United States government balance individual rights
and national interests?

4. What was the idealism and disappointment that characterized US
sentiment during and after WW1I?

T You
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NEAREST RECRUITING STATION
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Song #1 -1 Didn’t Raise My Boy to Be A Soldier (1915)

Ten million soldiers to the war have gone
who may never return a gain
Ten million mother's hearts
must break for the ones who died in vain
Head bowed down in sorrow in her lonely years,
I heard a mother murmer through her tears

"l didn't raise my boy to be a soldier,
| brought him up to be my pride and joy
Who dares to place a musket on his shoulder
to shoot some other mother's darling boy?"

Let nations arbitrate their future troubles.
It's time to lay the sword and gun away.
There'd be no war today if mothers all would say,
“I didn't raise my boy to be a soldier"

What victory can cheer a mother's heart
when she looks at her blighted home?
What victory can bring her back
all she cared to call her own?

Let each mother answer in the year to be,
"Remenber that my boy belongs to mel"

"l didn't raise my boy to be a soldier,
| brought him up to be my pride and joy.
Who dares to place a musket on his shoulder
to shoot some other mother's darling boy?"

Let nations arbitrate their future troubles.
It's time to lay the sword and gun away.
There'd be no war today if mothers all would say,
1 didn't raise my boy to be a soldier”
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The United States Enters the War

President Wilson was reluctant to enter World War I. When the War began, Wilson declared U.S.
neutrality and demanded that the belligerents respect American rights as a neutral party. He
hesitated to embroil the United States in the conflict with good reason. Americans were deeply
divided about the European war and involvement in the conflict would certainly disrupt
Progressive reforms. In 1914, he had warned that entry into the conflict would bring an end to
Progressive reform. "Every reform we have won will be lost if we go into this war," he said. A
popular song in 1915 was "I Didn't Raise My Boy to Be a Soldier."

In 1916, President Wilson narrowly won reelection after campaigning on the slogan, "He kept us
out of war." His won the election with a 4,000 vote margin in California.

. Toward Intervention

Shortly after war erupted in Europe, President Wilson called on Americans to be "neutral in
thought as well as deed." But quickly the United States began to lean toward Britain and France.

Convinced that wartime trade was necessary to fuel the growth of American trade, President
Wilson refused to impose an embargo on frade with the belligerents. During the early years of the
war, trade with the allies tripled.

This volume of trade quickly exhausted the Allies' cash reserves, forcing them to ask the United
States for credit. In October 1915, President Wilson permitted loans to belligerents, a decision
that greatly favored Britain and France. By 1917 American loans to the Allies had soared to $2.25
billion; loans to Germany stood at a paltry $27 million.

It was Germany's announcement in January 1917 that it would resume unrestricted submarine
warfare that helped precipitate American entry into the conflict, Germany hoped to win the war
within five months, and was willing to risk antagonizing Wilson on the assumption that even if
the United States declared war, it could not mobilizé quickly enough to change the course of the
conflict.

Then a fresh insult led Wilson to demand a declaration of war. In March 1917, newspapers
published the Zimmerman Note, an intercepted telegram from the German Foreign Secretary
Arthur Zimmerman to the German ambassador to Mexico. The telegram said that if Germany
went to war with the United States, Germany promised to help Mexico recover the territory it had
lost during the 1840s, including Texas, New Mexico, California, and Arizona, The Zimmerman
note and German attacks on three U.S. ships in mid-March led Wilson to ask Congress for a
declaration of war.

One reason why Wilson decided to enter the war was so he could help design the peace .
settlement. Wilson viewed the war as an opportunity to destroy German militarism. "The world
must be made safe for democracy,” he told a joint session of Congress. Only six Senators and 50
Representatives voted against the war declaration.
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What drew the United States out of a policy of neutrality?

Major Factors




Song #2

Over There (1917)
(a favorite marching song of the American Expeditionary Forces)

Johnnie, get your gun,
Get your gun, get your gun,
Take it on the run,

On the run, on the run.
Hear them calling, you and me,
Every son of liberty.
Hurry right away,

No delay, go today,
Make your daddy glad
To have had such a lad.
Tell your sweetheart not to pine,
To be proud her boy's in'line.
(chorus sung twice)

Johnnie, get your gun,

Get your gun, get your gun,
Johnnie show the Hun
Who's a son of a gun.

Hoist the flag and let her fly,

Yankee Docdle do or die.
Pack your little kit,

Show your grit, do your bit.
Yankee to the ranks,
From the towns and the tanks.
Make your mother proud of you,
And the old Red, White and Blue.
(chorus sung twice)

Chorus
Over there, over there,
Send the word, send the word over there -
That the Yanks are coming,
The Yanks are coming,
The drums rum-tumming
Ev'rywhere.
So prepare, say a pray'r,

Send the word, send the word to beware.
We'li be over, we're coming over,
And we won't come back till it's over
Over there.



7. Ritnerd Hofstad b

AMERICA ACTS A light drizzle fel) on Washington on - 350 « THE AMERICAN POLITICAL TRADITION
April 2, 1917, as se P! ives, ambassadots, - ¢ ) ,
" mambers of the Supreme Court, and other guests.crowd. ! to moderate the terms. “There won't be any peace standards
ed Into the Capitol building to hear President Wiison * ! left to work with.” As Cobb remembered it:
deliver Lifs war resolution, B
. DR W. W. was uncanny that night. He had the whole
A PERSONAL VOICE WDODROW WILSON . panorama in his mind. ...
“ Proparty csn be pald for; the lives of peacaful and . He began to tatk sbout the consequences to the
tnnocent peoplo cannot be. Tha present German submarine ' United States. He had no illusions about the fashion
arfard dgnlnst co s Is'a wotfare egal fod in which we were likely to fight the war.
«++ Wo gha glod . . . to' fight., , . for the ultlmate peaco of He said when a war got going it was just war and
Aho worfd d&d for the (iberatton of its peoples... . . Tho there weren’t two kinds of it. It required illiberalism
world iriust ba-mede-ssfo for dertiodpdcy . . . Wo have no' at home to reinforce the men at the front. We couldn’t
selfish-aikly to servei Wo*deslro nd conquest, no dom, : fight Genmany and maintain the ideals of Government
Wa séok fio Indemnilties. . . . It 188 fearful thingito lead that all thinking men shared. He said we-would try it
Ahis groat posceful people Into war. « . . But the rightls but it would be too much for us.
maro praclous thim posce.” »Once lead this people into war,” he said, “and
—~Guoted I Amercen Wicds they]l forget there ever was such a thing as tolerance.

To fight you must be brutal and ruthless, and the spirit
of ruthless brutality will enter into the very fibre of
our national life, infecting Congress, the courts, the

Congréss passed the resofution a few days-later. With:
the hope of neutrality finally shattered, U.5. froops would
follow the stream of Ametican money and munitions that policeman on the beat, the man in the street.” . ..
had been heading to the Allies throughoist: the war, But He thought the Constitution would not survive it;

: Wilson’s plea to make the world “safe for democracy” wasn't just political pos- . that free speech and the right of assembly would go.
‘uring. Indeed, Wilson and many Ameticans truly beltéved that the United States He said a nation couldn’t put its strength into a war
had to Join the war (o pave the way for a future order of peace and freedro. A. . and keep its head level, it had never been done.
résolved but anxious nation held fts breath as the United States prepared for war. “If there is any alternative, for God's sake, let's

take it,” he exclajmed. .
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t Creel Manipulates Minds

Mobilizing people’s minds for war, both in America and
broad, was an urgent task facing the Washington
Euthontses For this purpose the Committee on Public
(nformation was created. It was headed by a youngish
%Mnmist, George Creel, who, though outspoken and
actless, was gifted with zeal and imagination. His job
)‘.s to sell America on the war and sell the world on
Nilsonian war aims.

. The Creel organization, employing some 150,000
orkers at home and overseas, proved that words
yere indeed weapons. It sent out an army of 75,000
four-minute men”—often longer-winded than that—
‘_o dehvered countless speeches containing much
ipatriotic pep.”

.j:.- Creel’s propaganda took varied forms. Posters were
Tashed on billboards in the “Battle of the Fences,” as
ifists “rallied to the colors.” Millions of leaflets and
dmphlets, which contained the most pungent
onistns, were showered like confetti upon the

The War for the American Mind

world. Propaganda booklets with red-white-and-blue
covers were printed by the millions.

Hang-the-kaiser movies, carrying such titles as The
Kaiser, the Beast of Berlin, and To Hell with the Kaiser,
revealed the helmeted “Hun” at his bloodiest. Arm-waving
conductors by the thousands led huge audiences in
songs that poured scorn on the enemy and glorified the
“boys" in uniform.

The entire nation, catching the frenzied spirit of a
religious revival, burst into song. This was undoubtedly
America’s singingest war. Most memorable was George
M. Cohan's spine-tingling “Over There”:

Qver there, over there

Send the word, send the word over there,

That the Yanks are coming, the Yanks are coming
The drums rum-tumming ev'rywhere.

Creel typified American war mobilization, which
relied more on aroused passion and voluntary compli-
ance than on formal laws. But he oversold the ideals of
Wilson and led the world to expect too much. When the
president proved to be a mortal and not a god, the
resulting disillusionment both at home and abroad was
disastrous.

Enforcing Loyalty and Stifling Dissent

German Americans numbered over 8 million, counting
those with at least one parent foreign-born, out of a

Socialist Leader Eugene V. Debs
Addresses an Antiwar Rally in
1918 For his denunciation of
World War I, Debs was convicted
under the Espionage Act of 1917
and sent to federal prison. In his
courtroom speech defending
himself against charges of
disloyalty, he passionately
declared, "While there isa -
lower class, [ am in it; while
there is a criminal element,

I am of it; while there is a soul
in prison, I am not free.” He ran
as a presidential candidate in
1920 while still incarcerated

in his cell and received nearly

a million votes.
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total population-of 100 million. On the whole they proved
to be dependably loyal to the United States. Yet rumor-
mongers were quick to spread tales of spying and sabo-
tage; even trifling epidemics of diarrhea were blamed on
German agents. A few German Americans were tarred,
feathered, and beaten; in one extreme case a German
Socialist in llinois was lynched by a drunken mob.

As emotion mounted, hysterical hatred of Germans
and things Germanic swept the nation. Orchestras
found it unsafe to present German-composed music,
like that of Wagner or Beethoven. German books were
removed from library shelves, and German classes were

Patrictic Persuasion Worried about the public’s
enthusiasm for the war, the government employed all
the arts of psychology and propaganda to sustain the
martial spirit. The prewar song "I Didn't Raise My Boy
to Be a Soldier” was changed to "I Didn't Raise My
Boy to Be a Slacker,” which in turn inspired the cruel
parody “I Didn't Raise My Boy to Be a Sausage.”

sy P o

canceled in high schools and colleges. Sauerkray
became “liberty cabbage,” hamburger “liberty steak EVeri;
beer became suspect, as patriotic Americans fretted e
the loyalty of breweries with names like Schlitz and Pabsg
Both the Espionage Act of 1917 and the Sedition-ﬁé%
of 1918 reflected current fears about Germans ang ;nmg
war Americans. Especially visible among the nineteéﬁ
hundred prosecutions pursued under these laws Wé:;»g
antiwar Socialists and members of the radical Industriy]
Workers of the World (IWW). Kingpin Socialist Eugeney
Debs was convicted under the Espionage Act in 1913
and sentenced to ten years in a federal pcni[entia"fj}:f
IWW leader William D. (“Big Bill") Haywood and ninety
nine associates were similarly convicted. Virtually an;
criticism of the government could be censored and pup-
ished. Some critics claimed the new laws were bendiﬁé
if not breaking, the First Amendment. But in Schencky
United States (1919), the Supreme Court affirmed theit

legality, arguing that freedom of speech could &g
o

revoked when such speech posed a “clear and present
danger” to the nation. : %ﬁ

These prosecutions form an ugly chapter in t&é
history of American civil liberty. With the dawn of peace;
presidential pardons were rather freely granted, incl{i'_'”'Fi
ing President Harding's to Eugene Debs in 1921, Yet_:_%:
few victims lingered behind bars into the 1930s.

The Nation's Factories Go to War

Victory was no foregone conclusion, especially sm;@
the Republic, despite ample warning, was caught_ilﬁ'gﬁ@
footedly unready for its leap into global war. The pacis
fistic Wilson had only belatedly backed some ___r‘ifi‘fa
preparedness measures beginning in 1915, inclu
the creation of a civilian Council of National Defens
study problems of economic mobilization. He had’
launched a shipbuilding program (as much to cap
the belligerents’ war-disrupted foreign trade as to antics
pate America’s possible entry into the war) and endorsess
a modest beefing-up of the army, which with 100,0%

uld

regulars then ranked about fifteenth among the ar!
of the world, in the same category with Persia’s. It WOt
take a herculean effort to marshal America’s dau_g_i_@
but disorganized resources and throw them into the field
quickly enough to bolster the Allied war effort.
Towering obstacles confronted economic mobilk
Sheer ignorance was among the biggest roadblocks
one knew precisely how much steel or explosive P2
the country was capable of producing. Old ideas &:
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ed to be liabilities, as traditional fears of big govern-
t hamstrung efforts to orchestrate the economy from
hington. States’ rights Democrats and businesspeople
palked at federal economic controls, even though
i embattled nation could ill afford the freewheeling,
*_or-miss chaos of the peacetime economy.

Late in the war, and after some bruising political
les, Wilson succeeded in imposing some order on
economic confusion. In March 1918 he appointed
-eagle stock speculator Bernard Baruch to head the
War Industries Board. But the War Industries Board
r had more than feeble formal powers, and it
as dishanded within days after the armistice. Even in
globe-girdling crisis, the American preference for
issez-faire and for a weak central government proved
azingly strong.

frage fight. Impressed by women’s war work, PreSIde;ig

nearly two weeks. Black and white gangs mame'
Chicago'’s streets, eventually killing fi ffteen w
twenty-three blacks.

Suffering Until Suffrage

hltes and

Women also heeded the call of patriotism and Oppormm i
Thousands of female workers flooded into factorieg and
fields, taking up jobs vacated by men who left the dssem}.
bly line for the frontline. But the war split the WOmen's'
movement deeply. Many progressive-era feminists Wer@
pacifists, inclined to oppose the participation both é‘;!
America in the war and women in the war effort, Th1s
group found a voice in the National Woman's party, led by
Quaker activist Alice Paul, which demonstrated agai
“Kaiser Wilson" with marches and hunger strikes.

But the larger part of the suffrage movement, rep;
sented by the National American Woman Suffrage;
Association, supported Wilson's war. Leaders echo t
Wilson'’s justification for fighting by arguing that women
must take part in the war effort to earn a role in shapm
the peace. The fight for democracy abroad was women 3
best hope for winning true democracy at home. |

War mobxhzatlon gave new momentum to the suf.

In an open address to Congress in 1917,
suffragist Carrie Chapman Catt (1859-194
capitalized on the idealism of the day and
invoked the founding principles of American
democracy in arguing the case for women
right to vote:

"How can our nation escape the logici
has never failed to follow, when its la
unenfranchised class calls for the
vote? Behold our Uncle Sam floating -
the banner with one hand, ‘Taxation *
without representation is tyranny,’ an
with the other seizing the billions of -
dollars paid in taxes by women to
whom he refuses 'representation.’
Is there a single man who com ]ushfy
such inequality of treatment, such
outrageous discrimination? Not one.”




The War Economy 703

‘;he Trenches U.S. Army nurses at the fighting front in France, 1918, The war

S0 opened many opportunities for women's work on the home front, but the
sonilict ended too soon for many women to secure a permanent foothold in

RCCupations traditionally dominated by men.

Wilson endorsed woman suffrage as “a vitally necessary
Har measure.” In 1917 New York voted for suffrage at
i 1 state level; Michigan, Oklahoma, and South Dakota
]_:IOWed. Eventually the groundswell could no longer be
i Oltained. In 1920, eighty years after the first calls for
f_frage at Seneca Falls, the Nineteenth Amendment
@S ratified, giving all American women the right to
te. (See the Appendix.)
- Despite political victory, women's wartime eco-
mic gains proved fleeting. Although a permanent
?men‘s Bureau did emerge after the war in the
a°Partment of Labor to protect women in the work-
,ﬂCe, most women workers soon gave up their war

jobs. Meanwhile, Congress affirmed its support for
women in their traditional role as mothers when it
passed the Sheppard-Towner Maternity Act of 1921,
providing federally financed instruction in maternal
and infant health care.

Feminists continued to flex their political muscle in
the postwar decade, especially in campaigns for laws to
protect women in the workplace and prohibit child
labor. Complete success often eluded them in those
crusades, but the developments of the World War 1 era
nevertheless foreshadowed a future when women’s
wage-labor and political power would reshape the
American way of life.
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E Mr_PRESIDENT

§ WOMEN WAIT

FOR LIBERTY

Forging a Wear Economy

Mobilization relied more on the heated emotions of
patriotism than on the cool majesty of the laws. The
largely voluntary and somewhat haphazard character of
economic war organization testified unequivocally to
ocean-insulated America’s safe distance from the fight-
ing—as well as to the still-modest scale of government
powers in the progressive-era Republic.

As the larder of democracy, America had to feed
itself and its allies. By a happy inspiration, the man
chosen to head the Food Administration was the
Quaker-humanitarian Herbert C. Hoover. He was already
considered a hero because he had successfully led a
massive charitable drive to feed the starving people of
war-racked Belgium.

In common with other American war administra-

tors, Hoover preferred to rely on voluntary compliance
rather than on compulsory edicts. He deliberately

rejected issuing ration cards, a practice used in Europe.’

Instead he waged a whirlwind propaganda campaign
through posters, billboards, newspapers, pulpits, and
movies. To save food for export, Hoover proclaimed
wheatless Wednesdays and meatless Tuesdays—all on a
voluntary basis. Even children, when eating apples,
were urged to be “patriotic to the core.”

The country soon broke out in a rash of vegetable
“victory gardens,” as perspiring patriots hoed their way
to victory in backyards and vacant lots. Congress
severely restricted the use of foodstuffs for manufactur-
ing alcoholic beverages, and the war-spawned spirit of

Suffragists Picket the

White House, 1917

Militant feminists sometimeg
handcuiffed themselves to
the White House fence

to dramatize their appeal

to the president.

self-denial helped accelelate the wave of p10h1bm
that was sweeping the country. Many leading bre
were German-descended, and this taint made the driv
against alcohol all the more popular. The reformer
dream of a saloonless nation was finally achieved:
temporarily—in 1919 with the passage of the’ E]ghteen
Amendment, prohibiting all alcoholic drinks.

Thanks to the fervent patriotic wartime sp
Hoover's voluntary approach worked. Farm productig
increased by one-fourth, and food exports to the Alli
tripled in volume. Hoover's methods were widely in
tated in other war agencies. The Fuel Administratio
exhorted Americans to save fuel with “heatless Mo
days,” “lightless nights,” and “gasless Sundays.” Th
Treasury Department sponsaored huge parades an
invoked slogans like “Halt the Hun” to promote fo
great Liberty Loan drives, followed by a Victory Lo‘
campaign in 1919. Together these efforts netted t
then-fantastic sum of about $21 billion, or two-thirds;
the current cost of the war to the United States. Th
remainder was raised by increased taxes, which, unI{
the loan subscriptions, were obhgatory (The ultima
bill, including interest and veterans’ benefits, mounte
to some $112 billion.)

Pressures of various kinds, patriotic and otherwis
were used to sell bonds. The unfortunate German Am
ican who could not display a Liberty Bond button mig
find his or her house bedaubed with yellow pain
number of reluctant investors in war bonds WE
roughly handled. In at least one instance, a man sig
for a bond with a rope around his neck.

Despite the Wilson administration’s preference
voluntary means of mobilizing the economy, the 9%




00d for Thought Wartime agencies flooded the
uniry with posters like this in 19171918, exhorting
omen on the home front to “grow their own” and
\Us ease the pressure on food supplies.

'ment on occasion reluctantly exercised its sovereign
mal power, notably when it took over the nation’s

Ioads following indescribable traffic snarls in late
9—1?.Washington also hustled to get its hands on ships.
Seized enemy merchant vessels trapped in America's
bors and orchestrated a gigantic drive to construct
tonnage. A few concrete vessels were launched,
uding one appropriately named Faith. A wooden-
#P program was undertaken, though after months of
45, birds were still nesting in the trees from which the
SSsels were to be hammered.

Doughboys in France 705

Making Plowboys into Doughboys

Most citizens, at the outset, did not dream of sending a
mighty force to France. As far as fighting went, America
would use its navy to uphold freedom of the seas. It
would continue to ship war materials to the Allies and
supply them with loans, which finally totaled nearly
$10 billion. But in April and May of 1917, the European
associates laid their cards on the table. They confessed
that they were scraping the bottom not only of their
money chests but, more ominously, of their manpower
bairels. A huge American army would have to be raised,
trained, and transported, or the whole western front
would collapse. »

Conscription was the only answer to the need
for raising an immense army with all possible speed.
Wilson disliked a draft, as did many other Americans
with Civil War memories, but he eventually accepted
and eloquently supported conscription as a disagreeable
and temporary necessity.

The proposed draft bill immediately ran into a
barrage of criticism in Congress. A congressman from

Miracles in Shipbuilding
Suciiinge :
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Ignoring grisly tales of the agonies of trench
warfare, many young American men saw
an opportunity for adventure and seized

it. Author John Dos Passos (1896-1970)
recollected how he felt going off to war
in1917: :

“We had spent our boyhood in the

afterglow of the peaceful nineteenth
century. ... What was war like? We
wanted to see with our own eyes.
We flocked into the volunteer services.
I respected the conscientious objectors,
and occasionally felt I should take that
course myself, but hell, I wanted to see
the show.”

Missouri,. deploring compulsion, cried out in protest
that there-was “precious little difference between a con-
script and a convict.” Prophets of doom predicted that
on draft-registration day, the streets would run red with
blood. At length Congress—six weeks after declaring
war—grudgingly got around to passing conscription.

The draft act required the registration of al] malgg
between the ages of eighteen and forty-five. No "draﬁi
dodger” could purchase his exemption or hire g Suhs?f‘g
tute, as in the days of the Civil War, though the Jay:
exempted men in key industries, such as Shlpbuﬂdmg ‘{sf
The draft machinery, on the whole, worked effe
tively. Registration day proved to be a day of patriotie
pilgrimages to flag-draped-registration centers, anqd the!
sign-up saw no shedding ol blood, as some had gloomlf**
predicted. Despite precautions, some 337,000 * ‘slacke; 3
escaped the draft, and about 4,000 conscientious Obje
tors were excused. il
Within a few frantic months, the army grew to g
4 million men. For the first time, women were admitter
to the armed forces; some 11,000 to the navy and 269t {3

the marines. African Americans also served in the armeg
forces, though in strictly segregated units and usia
under white officers. Reflecting racial attitudes of-tb%
time, military authorities hesitated to train black rhign'
for combat, and the majority of black soldiers wergb
assigned to “construction battalions” or put to wor
unloading ships.

Recruits were supposed to receive six months:o
training in America and two more months overseas, Bué
so great was the urgency that many doughboys wié :
swept swiftly into battle scarcely knowing how to handﬂl__,
a rifle; much less a bayonet.

A,
—— German line, spring 1918 "
——— Line of farthest German advance N

»  Points at which United States forces helped '
to check or push back German advances S

14y Areas over which American troops advanced
—— Armistice line
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Major U.S. Operations in France, 1918
One doughboy recorded in his dxcu.‘Y 3
his baptism of fire at St. Mihiel: "Hiked: |
; through dark woods. No lights allowei%
/ guided by holding on the pack of the mm’
/ ahead. Stumbled through underbrushfor
/ about half mile into an open field whe?g
i we waited in soaking rain until about
. 10:00 p.M. We then started on our hike t o
/ the St. Mihiel front, arriving on the cré
\
]
{

of a hill at 1:00 .M. T saw a sight whic
| shall never forget. It was the zero hour

and in one instant the entire front as 19t
as the eye could reach in either dire
was a sheet of flame, while the hecWY
J  artillery made the earth quake.”

SWITZERLAND




Focus Question: What factors did Wilson have to take to wage an effective war?
Directions: Using pages of the reader complete the below chart.

Factors to Goal How was it done? Effects

Wage an

Effective
War:

Mobilizing
Army

Mobilizing
Economy

Mobilizing
People
(Public

Support)

After completing the chart, create a list on the back of this sheet of at least three positive and three negative outcomes of
mobilizing in these areas.
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ESPIONAGE AND SEDITION ACTS In June 1917 Congress passed the
Espionage Act, and in May 1918 it passed the Sedition Act. Under the Espionage Vocabulary
and Sedition Acts a person could be fined up to §$10,000 and sentenced to 20  sedition: rebeljip;
years in jail for interfering with the war effort or for saying anything disloyal, pro-  against one's
fane, or abusive about the government or the war effort. i‘gggf =4
Like the Alien and Sedition Acts of 1798, these laws clearly violated the spir-
it of the First Amendment. Their passage led to over 2,000 prosecutions for
loosely defined antiwar activities; of these, over half resulted in convictions.
Newspapers and magazines that opposed the war or criticized any of the Allies
lost their mailing privileges. The House of Represeritatives refused to seat Victor
Berger, a socialist congressman from Wisconsin, because of his antiwar views.
Columbia University fired a distinguished psychologist because he opposed the
war. A colleague who supported the war thereupon resigned in protest, saying,
“If we have to suppress everything we don’t like to hear, this country is resting
on a pretty wobbly basis.”
The Espionage and Sedition Acts targeted socialists and labor leaders.
Eugene V. Debs was handed a ten-year prison sentence for speaking out
against the war and the draft. The anarchist Emma Goldman received a ‘
two-year prison sentence and a $10,000 fine for organizing the No i MAINIDEA
Conscription League. When she left jail, the authorities deported her to

Analyzing

Russia. “Big Bill” Haywood and other leaders of the Industrial Workers of = Effects

the World (IWW) were accused of sabotaging the war effort because they @) what impact
urged workers to strike for better conditions and higher pay. Haywood g:?dlgzdﬁsfﬁ: f
was. senitenced to 30 years in prison. Under such federal pressure, the pave on free |
[WW faded away. & speech? .

This Industrial
Workers of the
World (IWW)
sticker encourages
workers to joln

the union.



Vocabulary

abridging Lessening, mterfenng with.
neutral Not allied with or supporting ei-
ther side in a war or dispute. -
draft To select people for required mlhtary
‘service.
-insubordination Unw11hngness to accept
orders from someone in authority.

affirm To agree or support, as when a high- '

er court agrees with the earlier decision of
a lower court.

Reviewing the Case
The First Amendment guarantee of free
speech and expression reads: “Congress shall
-make no law . ..
speech. . . .” But, at several different periods
in the history of the United States, Congress
has passed laws limiting how much citizens
can criticize or resist government actions. Is
this an abridgment of free speech? In the case
of Schenck v. United States, the Supreme
Court established a guideline that i is still fol-
lowed. -

In 1917 the United States was still ofﬁcxal-
ly neutral, but its entry into World War 1
was imminent. To build up the army, Con-
gress passed an act on May 18, 1917, that es-
tablished a mlhtary draft. To encourage
national unity in the war effort, Congress
also passed several laws that limited criti-
cism of the government and opposition to its
. policies. On-June 15, 1917, Congress passed
the Espionage Act. Sections of the Espionage
Act prohibited any attempt to cause insub-
ordination among military personnel or to.
interfere with the draft or with military re-
cruitment. .

Three days later Charles Schenck was ar-
rested for violating the Espionage Act. He
was accused of printing and mailing antiwar
‘pamphlets to some 15,000 to 16,000 men who

. ‘had been accepted for mductmn into the mili-

tary under the Selective Service Act. Schenck
was the general secretary of the American
Socialist Party and, like most other members
of the party, he strongly opposed the war. He

_HISTORIC SUPREME COURT DECISIONS
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Schenck v United States ( 1_919)

abridging the freedom of

claimed it was being fought for the benefit of -
Wall Street investors who would profit from
the sale of merchandise to the military.

- The U.S. District Court for Pennsylvania
ruled that the pamphlets were designed to
cause men to resist the draft. Therefore, the
court decided, Schenck had violated the Es-

. pionage Act. Schenck claimed there was not

enough evidence to convict him of the charges
that had been brought against him. He said
that his actions were a form of free speech
and claimed that the Espionage Act abridged -
the rights of free speech. Thus; according to
hlm, the act was unconstitutional. Convicted
in the district court, Schenck appealed to the
U.S. Supreme Court.

The issue before the Court: Does the Espio-
nage Act violate the First Amendment in re-
spect to Schenck’s freedom of speech?

The Supreme Court ruled unanimously to
affirm the decision of the district court
against Schenck. Writing for the Court, Jus-
tice Oliver Wendell Holmes laid down a stan-

dard that would become famous:

We admit that in many places and in ordi-
nary times the defendants in saying all

that was said in the circular would have
been within.their constitutional rights. But
‘the character of every act depends on the
circumstances in which it is done. The .
most stringent protection of free speech
would not protect a man in falsely shouting
fire in a theatre, and causing a panic. . ..
The question in every case is whether the
words used are used in such circumstances
and are of such a nature as to create a clear -
-and present danger that they will bring
about the substantive [actual] evils that

" Congress has a right to prevent.”

In .the Schenck decision, the Supreme

" Court established clear limitations on free-

dom.of speech. The guideline is the existence

of a “clear and present danger,” a situation in

which free speech could bring harm to the

. general welfare. In such cases, Congress has

the power to pass laws to protect its citizens

Supreme Court Decision 18



and the national security of the United States difference that Schenck and the others had
even if those laws abridge free speech. The failed to interfere with military recruitment.
“clear and present danger” test is a way to  “ .. We perceive no ground for saying that
balance the rights of the individual with  success alone warrants making the act a
those of society. crime,” he concluded.

According to Justice Holmes, it made no ’

“ HISTORIC SUPREME COURT DECISIONS ] N
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Name: U833
Date: Tallevi/Berenson

Free Speech in Wartime Scenarios

Imagine you are a Senator during WWI. For which of these reasons, if any,
would you support the government’s suppression of dissent? Mark these

situations with a Star (*). Exp) AL Why 1?

1. A newspaper may disclose information that is useful to the enemy, such
as invasion plans or the vulnerabilities of the navy.

.2. Moral condemnation of the war may lead people to refuse induction into
the army or even to blow up military installments.

3. Antiwar dissent may strengthen the enemy’s resolve and make it more
difficult for the nation to achieve victory or negotiate a just peace.

4. Persistent criticism of the nation’s Iea.ders in Wdrtime may demoralize
citizens and weaken their will to fight.

5. Digsent may persuade people to vote for political candidates who will
end the war, even though those in authority are certain this is contrary to
the national interest.

6. Critics may disseminate false information, such as inflated casualty
counts, in an effort to mislead the public and turn people against waxr.
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e Rose Pastor Stokes, a Russian immigrant who had worked as a cigar maker
for twelve years before becoming editor of the socialist Jewish Daily News,
was convicted under the act for saying, “I am for the people and the g0\:-
ernment is for the profiteers,” during an antiwar statement to .the Women’s
Dining Club of Kansas City. Her speech was later published in the I.(ansas
City Star. Although there were no soldiers—indeed, no men—in her
intended audience, the government argued that she had vi}plated the act

because “our armies . . . can operate and succeed only so far as fhéy are
supported and maintained by the folks at home,” and Stokes's statement
had the tendency to “chill enthusiasm, extinguish confidence, and retard
cooperation” of mothers, sisters, and sweethearts. She was sentenced fo ten
years in prison.!¥

¢ J. P. Doe, the son of a chief justice of the Supreme Court of New.Hamp-
shire, was convicted for mailing a “chain” letter to “friends of immediate
peace,” stating that Germany had not broken a promise to end submarine
watfare. Although this was clearly a matter of historical interpretation, the -
government argued that this statement “would have a direct tendency to
abstruct the recruiting and enlistment service."1#

* Thirty German Americans in South Dakota were convicted for sending a
petition to the governor demanding reforms in the Selective Service pro-
cedure. The signers of the petition “threatened” to vote the goverrior out
of office if he did not meet their demands. The government charged that
the defendants had willfully obstructed the recruiting and enlistment
service. ‘

* The Reverend Clarence H. Waldron was convicted for distributing a pam-
phlet stating that “if Christians [are] forbidden to fight to preserve the Per-
son of their Lord and Master, they may not fight to preserve themselves, or
any city they should happen to dwell in.” The government charged that in
distributing this pamphlet Waldron had attempted to cause insubordina-
tion and to obstruct the recruiting service. He was sentenced to fifteen
years in prison.* . )

*-Robert Goldstein was canvicted under the act for producing and exhibit--
ing a motion picture about the American Revolution. The Spirit of '76
depicted Paul Revere's ride, the signing of the Declaration of Independence,
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Date

.CHAPTER

Section 4

cumeo seaoine Wilson Fights for Peace

As you read about President Wilson’s plan for world peace, make notes to answer
questions related to the time line below.

(AN
P -
A

Wilson delivers
Fourteen Points
speechto
Congress.

Treaty of
Versailles
is signed.

Senate rejects
Treaty of

‘Versailles.

Senate again
rejects Treaty of
Versailles.

U.S. signs
separate treaty

* with Germany.

50 Unit 5, CHAPTER 19

What were Wilson's points?

"

1.

2.

14,

15. What terms of the treaty specifically affected Germany?

16. What were the weaknesses of the treaty?

17. Why did Henry Cabot Lodge object to the treaty?

18. How did Wilson help bring about the Senate’s rejection
of the treatv?

19. What circumstances at this time would eventually lead many
Germans to support Adolf Hitler?

© McDougal Littell Inc. All rights 'reserved.




198 CHAPTER 22 War and the American State, 1914-1920

the conservative and thinking people of the commu-
even those living in back of the Yards. They know
betteN] believe it goes without saying that there isn’t a
colored“wan, regardless of how little brains he’d have,

and set fire to
get that far.

Lithuanians. The grand jury stated in its report: “The jury
believes that these fires were started for the furpose of incit-
ing race feeling by blaming same on theAflacks”

The methods of attack used egroes and whites dur-
ing the riot differed; the Ne, usually clung to individual
attack and the whites tofiob action. Negroes.used chiefly
firearms and knive d the whites used their fists, bricks,

olonel in charge of a regiment of militia on riot duty says
they found few whites but many Negroes armed.

onsider the impact of the riot on the pa
middle class. How might the incident have affe

ipants, the city government, and the
the city a decade or more later?

22-16 Returning Soldiers (1919)

W. E. B. Du Bois Less than twelve months after Dr. W. E. B. Du Bois published two editorials endorsing
African American support for the war, he expressed the postwar disillusionment of
African Americans who had hoped that the war would make America, as well as the

.world, “safe for democracy.”

Source: “Returning Soldiers,” The Crisis, 18 (May 1919): 13-14,

We are returning from war! THE CRISIS and tens of thousands
of black men were drafted into a great struggle. For bleeding
France and what she means and has meant and will mean to us
and humanity and against the threat of German race arro-
gance, we fought gladly and to the last drop of blood; for
America and her highest ideals, we fought in far-off hope; for
the dominant southern oligarchy entrenched in Washington,
we fought in bitter resignation. For the America that represents
and gloats in lynching, disfranchisement, caste, brutality and
devilish insult—for this, in the hateful upturning and mixing
of things, we were forced by vindictive fate to fight, also.

But today we return! We return from the slavery of
uniform which the world’s madness demanded us to don to
the freedom of civil garb. We stand again to look America
squarely in the face and call a spade a spade. We sing: This
country of ours, despite all its better souls have done and
dreamed, is yet a shameful land.

It lynches.

And lynching is barbarism of a degree of contemptible
nastiness unparalleled in human history. Yet for fifty years

we have lynched two Negroes a week, and we have kept this
up right through the war.

It disfranchises its own citizens.

Disfranchisement is the deliberate theft and robbery of
the only protection of poor against rich and black against
white. The land that disfranchises its citizens and calls itself a
democracy lies and knows it lies.

It encourages ignorance.

It has never really tried to educate the Negro. A domi-
nant minority does not want Negroes educated. It wants ser-
vants, dogs, whores and monkeys. And when this land al-
lows a reactionary group by its stolen political power to force
as many black folk into these categories as it possibly can, it
cries in contemptible hypocrisy: “They threaten us with de-
generacy; they cannot be educated.” :

It steals from us.

It organizes industry to cheat us. It cheats us out of our
land: it cheats us out of our labor. It confiscates our savings.
It reduces our wages. It raises our rent. It steals our profit. It
taxes us without representation. It keeps us consistently and
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universally poor, and then feeds us on charity and derides
our poverty.

It insults us.

It has organized a nation-wide and latterly a world-wide
propaganda of deliberate and continuous insult and defama-
tion of black blood wherever found. It decrees that it shall not
be possible in travel nor residence, work nor play, education

nor instruction for a black man to exist without tacit or open _

acknowledgment of his inferiority to the dirtiest white dog.
And it looks upon any attempt to question or even discuss this
dogma as arrogance, unwarranted assumption and treason.
This is the country to which we Soldiers of Democracy
return. This is the fatherland for which we fought! But it is

our fatherland. It was right for us to fight. The faults of our
country are our faults. Under similar circumstances, we
would fight again. But by the God of Heaven, we are cowards
and jackasses if now that that war is over, we do not marshal
every ounce of our brain and brawn to fight a sterner, longer,
more unbending battle against the forces of hell in our own
land.

We return.

We return from fighting.

We return fighting.

Make way for Democracy! We saved it in France, and by
the Great Jehovah, we will save it in the United States of
America, or know the reason why.

Questions

1. Compare and contrast the content and tone of “Help Us to Help” (Document

22-10) and this selection.

2. Drawing on the text (Chapters 18, 20, and 22, as appropriate), flesh out the charges
in W. E. B. Du Bois’s indictment.

Questions for Further Thought

1. What do the text and documents on the wartime and postwar periods suggest about
the relationship between foreign and domestic developments between 1917 and

19207

K‘ "2 Compare and contrast the gains—or lack thereof—of women and African
- Americans during and after World War I. How do you account for similarities
and dissimilarities between the two groups?




With your group, respond to the following:

1. What are Wilson's reasons for joining the League of Nations?

2. What are Lodge's reasons for opposing the League of Nations?

3. Which man makes the stronger case? (Cite spec1ﬁcs to support your
claim.)

4. Imagine yourselves as citizens in 1919: a returning soldier, a mother who
lost her son, a senator (Republican or Democrat), a farmer, a recent
immigrant living in a large city, etc. Which position regarding the treaty and
the League of Nations do you favor? Why?

Be prepared to share your opinions with other groups in class.
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Henry Cabot Lodge: Opposition to the Treaty of Versailles speech (1919)

In this 1919 speech, Henry Cabot Lodge argues against American membership in the League of Nations, as provided
for the Treaty of Versailles. Lodge opposes U.S. collaboration with foreign nations and proposes that intemational law
will allow the United States to maintain control of American lives. His opinion is clear when he states: "I have loved but
one flag and | cannot share that devotion and give affection to the mongrel banner invented for a league.”

As it stands there is no doubt whatever in my mind that American troops and American ships may be ordered to any
part of the world by nations other than the United States, and that is a proposition to which | for one can never
assent. It must be made perfectly clear that no American soldiers, not even a corporal's guard, that no American
sailors, not even the crew of a submarine, can ever be engaged in war or ordered anywhere except by the
constitutional authorities of the United States. To Congress is granted by the Constitution the right to declare war, and
nothing that would take the troops out of the country at the bidding or demand of other nations should ever be
permitted except through congressional action. The lives of Americans must never be sacrificed except by the will of
the American people expressed through their chosen Representatives in Congress. This is a point upon which no
doubt can be permitted. American soldiers and American sailors have never failed the country when the country called
upon them. They went in their hundreds of thousands into the war just closed. They went to die for the great cause of
freedom and of civilization. They went at their service. We were late in entering the war. We made no preparation, as
we ought to have done, for the ordeal which was clearly coming upon us; but we went and we turned the wavering
scale. It was done by the American soldier, the American sailor, and the spirit and energy of the American people.
They overrode all obstacles and all shortcomings on the part of the administration or of Congress and gave to their
country a great place in the great victory. It was the first time we had been called upon to rescue the civilized world.
Did we fail? On the contrary, we succeeded, succeeded largely and nobly, and we did it without any command from
any league of nations. When the emergency came we met it, and we were able to meet it because we had built up on
this continent the greatest and most powerful nation in the world, built it up under our own policies, in our own way,
and one great element of our strength was the fact that we had held aloof and had not thrust ourselves into European
quarrels; that we had no selfish interest to serve. We made great sacrifices. We have done splendid work. | believe
that we do not require to be told by foreign nations when we shall do work which freedom and civilization require. 1
think we can move to victory much better under our own command than under the command of others. Let us unite
with the world to promote the peaceable settlement of all international disputes. Let us try to develop international law.
Let us associate ourselves with the other nations for these purposes. But let us retain in our own hands and in our
own control the lives of the youth of the land. Let no American be sent into battle except by the constituted
authorities of his own country and by the will of the people of the United States.

I'have loved but one flag and | cannot share that devotion and give affection to the mongrel banner invented for a
league. Intemationalism, illustrated by the Bolshevik and by the men to whom all countries are alike, provided they
can make money out of them, is to me repulsive. National | must remain, and in that way |, like all other Americans,
can render the amplest service to the world. The United States is the world's best hope, but if you fetter her in the
interests and quarrels of other nations, if you tangle her in the intrigues of Europe, you will destroy her power for good
and endanger her very existence. Leave her to march freely through the centuries to come as in the years that have
gone. Strong, generous, and confident, she has nobly served mankind. Beware how you trifle with your marvelous
inheritance, this great land of ordered liberty, for if we stumble and fall, freedom and civilizations everywhere will go
down in ruin.
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Woodrow Wilson: League of Nations speech (1919)

On July 10, 1919, President Woodrow Wilson presented to the U.S. Senate the results of several months of
negotiations at the Paris Peace Conference to draft a treaty that would end World War 1. Among the provisions of the
Trealy of Versailles was the outline for an intemational peacekeeping organization known as the League of Nations
that had been Wilson's creation and chief contribution to the peace talks. Below is an excerpt of his speech to the
Senate that discusses the league. Despite Wilson's unqualified support for U.S. ratification of the treaty and
participation in the league, the U.S. Senate refused to do either, voting down ratification and declining to join the
league in an effort to reestablish U.S. isolationism.

It gives me pleasure to add to this formal reading of the result of our labors that the character of the discussion which
occurred at the sittings of the commission was not only of the most constructive but of the most encouraging sort. It
was obvious throughout our discussions that, although there were subjects upon which there were individual
differences of judgment with regard to the method by which our objects should be obtained, there was practically at no
point any serious differences of opinion or motive as to the objects which we were seeking.

Indeed, while these debates were not made the opportunity for the expression of enthusiasm and sentiments, | think
the other members of the commission will agree with me that there was an undertone of high respect and of
enthusiasm for the thing we were trying to do which was heartening throughout everything.

Because we felt that in a way this conference did entrust into us the expression of one of its highest and most
important purposes, to see to it that the concord of the world in the future with regard to the objects of justice should
not be subject to doubt or uncertainty; that the cooperation of the great body of nations should be assured in the
maintenance of peace upon terms of honor and of international obligations.

The compuision of that task was constantly upon us, and at no point was there shown the slightest desire to do
anything but suggest the best means to accomplish that great object. There is very great significance, therefore, in
the fact that the result was reached unanimously.

Fourteen nations were represented, among them all of those powers which for convenience we have called the Great
Powers, and among the rest a representation of the greatest variety of circumstances and interests. So that | think

we are justified in saying that the significance of the result, therefore, has the deepest of all meanings, the union of
wills in a common purpose, a union of wills which cannot be resisted and which, | dare say, no nation will run the risk
of attempting to resist.

Now, as to the character of the document. While it has consumed some time to read this document, I think you will
see at once that it is very simple, and in nothing so simple as in the structure which it suggests for a league of

nations, a body of delegates, an executive council, and a permanent secretariat.

When it came to the question of determining the character of the representation in the Body of Delegates, we were all
aware of a feeling which is current throughout the world.

Inasmuch as | am stating it in the presence of the official representatives of the various governments here present,
including myself, | may say that there is a universal feeling that the world cannot rest satisfied with merely official
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guidance. There has reached us through many channels the feeling that if the deliberating body of the League of

Nations was merely to be a body of officials representing the various governments, the peoples of the world would not
be sure that some of the mistakes which preoccupied officials had admittedly made might not be repeated.

It was impossible to conceive a method or an assembly so large and various as to be really representative of the
great body of the peoples of the world, because, as | roughly reckon it, we represent as we sit around this table more
than 1.2 billion people.

You cannot have a representative assembly of 1.2 billion people, but if you leave it to each government to have, if it
pleases, one or two or three representatives, though only with a single vote, it may vary its representation from time
to time, not only, but it may (originate) the choice of its several representatives [wireless here unintelligible].

Therefore we thought that this was a proper and a very prudent concession to the practically universal opinion of plain
men everywhere that they wanted the door left open to a variety of representation, instead of being confined to a
single official body with which they could or might not find themselves in sympathy.

And you will notice that this body has unlimited rights of discussion. | mean of discussion of anything that falls within
the field of international relations—and that it is especially agreed that war or international misunderstandings or
anything that may lead to friction or trouble is everybody's business, because it may affect the peace of the world.

And in order to safeguard the popular power so far as we could of this representative body, it is provided, you will
notice, that when a subject is submitted it is not to arbitration but to discussion by the Executive Council; it can, upon
the initiative of either of the parties to the dispute, be drawn out of the Executive Council on the larger form of the
general Body of Delegates, because through this instrument we are depending primarily and chiefly upon one great
force, and this is the moral force of the public opinion of the world—the pleasing and clarifying and compelling
influences of publicity—so that intrigues can no longer have their coverts; so that designs that are sinister can at
anytime be drawn into the open; so that those things that are destroyed by the light may be promptly destroyed by
the overwhelming light of the universal expression of the condemnation of the world.

Armed force is in the background in this program; but it is in the background, and, if the moral force of the world will
not suffice, the physical force of the world shall. But that is the last resort, because this is intended as a constitution
of peace, not as a league of war.

The simplicity of the document seems to me to be one of its chief virtues, because, speaking for myself, | was unable
to see the variety of circumstances with which this League would have to deal. | was unable, therefore, to plan ail the
machinery that might be necessary to meet the differing and unexpected contingencies. Therefore, | should say of
this document that it is not a straitjacket but a vehicle of life.

A living thing is born, and we must see to it what clothes we put on it. It is not a vehicle of power, but a vehicle in

which power may be varied at the discretion of those who exercise it and in accordance with the changing
circumstances of the time. And yet, while it is elastic, while it is general in its terms, it is definite in the one thing that
we were called upon to make definite.

Itis a definite guaranty of peace. It is a definite guaranty by word against aggression. It is a definite guaranty against
the things which have just come near bringing the whole structure of civilization into ruin.
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Its purposes do not for a moment lie vague. Its purposes are declared, and its powers are unmistakable. It is not in
contemplation that this should be merely a league to secure the peace of the world. It is a league which can be used
for cooperation in any international matter.

That is the significance of the provision introduced concerning labor. There are many ameliorations of labor conditions
which can be effected by conference and discussion. | anticipate that there will be a very great usefulness in the
Bureau of Labor which it is contemplated shall be set up by the League.

Men and women and children who work have been in the background through long ages and sometimes seemed to be
forgotten, while governments have had their watchful and suspicious eyes upon the maneuvers of one another, while
the thought of statesmen has been about structural action and the larger transactions of commerce and of finance.

Now, if | may believe the picture which | see, there comes into the foreground the great body of the laboring people of
the world, the men and women and children upon whom the great burden of sustaining the world must from day to day
fall, whether we wish it to do so or not; people who go to bed tired and wake up without the stimulation of lively hope.
These people will be drawn into the field of interational consultation and help, and will be among the wards of the
combined governments of the world. This is, | take leave to say, a very great step in advance in the mere conception
of that.

Then, as you will notice, there is an imperative article concerning the publicity of all international agreements.
Henceforth no member of the League can call any agreement valid which it has not registered with the secretary
general, in whose office, of course, it will be subject to the examination of any body representing a member of the
League. And the duty is laid upon the secretary general to earliest possible time.

| suppose most persons who have not been conversant with the business of foreign affairs do not realize how many
hundreds of these agreements are made in a single year, and how difficult it might be to publish the more unimportant
of them immediately. How uninteresting it would be to most of the world to publish them immediately, but even they
must be published just as soon as it is possible for the secretary general to publish them.

There has been no greater advance than this, gentlemen. If you look back upon the history of the world you will see
how helpless peoples have too often been a prey to powers that had no conscience in the matter. It has been one of
the many distressing revelations of recent years that the great power which has just been, happily, defeated put
intolerable burdens and injustices upon the helpless people of some of the colonies which it annexed to itself; that its
interest was rather their extermination than their development; that the desire was to possess their land for European
purposes, and not to enjoy their confidence in order that mankind might be lifted in these places to the next higher
level.

Now, the world, expressing its conscience in law, says there is an end of that, that our consciences shall be settled

to this thing. States will be picked out which have already shown that they can exercise a conscience in this matter,
and under their tutelage the helpless peoples of the world will come into a new light and into a new hope.
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World War One

President Woodrow Wilson's Fourteen Points, January 8th, 1918

It will be our wish and purpose that the processes of peace, when they ate begun, shall be absolutely open and that they shall involve and
permit henceforth no secret understandings of any kind. The day of conquest and aggrandizement is gone by; so is also the day of secret
covenants entered into in the interest of particular governments and likely at some unlooked-for moment to upset the peace of the world.
It is this happy fact, now clear to the view of every public man whose thoughts do not still linger in an age that is dead and gone, which
makes it possible for every nation whose putposes ate consistent with justice and the peace of the world to avow nor or at any other time
the objects it has in view.

We entered this war because violations of right had occurred which touched us to the quick and made the life of our own people
impossible unless they were corrected and the world secure once for all against their recurrence. What we demand in this war, therefore, is
nothing peculiar to ourselves. It is that the wotld be made fit and safe to live in; and particularly that it be made safe for every peace-loving
nation which, like our own, wishes to live its own life, determine its own institutions, be assured of justice and fair dealing by the other
peoples of the wotld as against force and selfish aggression. All the peoples of the world are in effect partners in this interest, and for our
own patt we see very cleatly that unless justice be done to others it will not be done to us. The programme of the wotld's peace, therefore,
is our programme; and that programme, the only possible programme, as we see it, is this:

I. Open covenants of peace, openly arrived at, after which there shall be no private international understandings of any kind but diplomacy
shall proceed always frankly and in the public view.

IL. Absolute freedom of navigation upon the seas, outside territorial waters, alike in peace and in war, except as the seas may be closed in
whole or in patt by international action for the enforcement of international covenants.

II1. The removal, so far as possible, of all economic barriers and the establishment of an equality of trade conditions among all the
nations consenting to the peace and associating themselves for its maintenance.

IV. Adequate guarantees given and taken that national armaments will be reduced to the lowest point consistent with domestic safety.

V. A free, open-minded, and absolutely impartial adjustment of all colonial claims, based upon a strict observance of the principle that in
determining all such questions of sovereignty the interests of the populations concerned must have equal weight with the equitable claims
of the government whose title is to be determined.

VI. The evacuation of all Russian tetritory and such a settlement of all questions affecting Russia as will secure the best and freest
cooperation of the other nations of the wotld in obtaining for her an unhampered and unembarrassed opportunity for the independent
determination of her own political development and national policy and assure her of a sincere welcome into the society of free nations
under institutions of her own choosing; and, more than a welcome, assistance also of every kind that she may need and may herself desire.
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The treatment accorded Russia by her sister nations in the months to come will be the acid test of their good will, of their comprehension
of her needs as distinguished from their own interests, and of their intelligent and unselfish sympathy.

VII. Belgium, the whole wotld will agree, must be evacuated and restored, without any attempt to limit the sovereignty which she enjoys in
common with all other free nations. No other single act will serve as this will serve to restore confidence among the nations in the laws
which they have themselves set and determined for the government of their relations with one another. Without this healing act the whole
structure and validity of international law is forever impaired.

VIII. All French territory should be freed and the invaded portions restored, and the wrong done to France by Prussia in 1871 in the
matter of Alsace-Lorraine, which has unsettled the peace of the wotld for nearly fifty years, should be righted, in order that peace may
once more be made secure in the interest of all.

IX. A readjustment of the frontiers of Italy should be effected along clearly recognizable lines of nationality.

X. The peoples of Austria-Hungary, whose place among the nations we wish to see safeguarded and assured, should be accorded the freest
opportunity to autonomous development.

XI. Rumania, Serbia, and Montenegro should be evacuated; occupied territories restored; Serbia accorded free and secure access to the sea;
and the relations of the several Balkan states to one another determined by friendly counsel along historically established lines of allegiance
and nationality; and international guarantees of the political and economic independence and territorial integrity of the several Balkan
states should be entered into.

XII. The turkish portion of the present Ottoman Empire should be assured a secure sovereignty, but the other nationalities which are now
under Turkish rule should be assured an undoubted secutity of life and an absolutely unmolested opportunity of autonomous
development, and the Dardanelles should be permanently opened as a free passage to the ships and commerce of all nations under
international guarantees.

XIII. An independent Polish state should be erected which should include the territories inhabited by indisputably Polish populations,
which should be assured a free and secure access to the sea, and whose political and economic independence and territorial integrity should
be guaranteed by international covenant.

XIV. A general association of nations must be formed under specific covenants for the purpose of affording mutual guarantees of political
independence and tetritorial integrity to great and small states alike.
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In regard to these essential rectifications of wrong and assertions of right we feel ourselves to be intimate partners of all the governments
and peoples associated together against the Imperialists. We cannot be separated in interest or divided in purpose. We stand together until
the end.

For such arrangements and covenants we are willing to fight and to continue to fight until they are achieved; but only because we wish the
right to prevail and desire a just and stable peace such as can be secured only by removing the chief provocations to wat, which this
programme does remove. We have no jealousy of German greatness, and there is nothing in this programme that impairs it. We grudge her
no achievement or distinction of learning or of pacific enterprise such as have made her record very bright and very enviable. We do not
wish to injure her or to block in any way her legitimate influence or power. We do not wish to fight her either with arms or with hostile
arrangements of trade if she is willing to associate herself with us and the other peace- loving nations of the world in covenants of justice
and law and fair dealing. We wish her only to accept a place of equality among the peoples of the wotld, -- the new wotld in which we now
live, -- instead of a place of mastery.



